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BBC 500 Words Writing Competition
Dear Parents and Carers,
We are excited to invite children to take part in the BBC 500 Words Writing Competition, a fantastic opportunity for children to showcase their creativity, imagination and storytelling skills!
The competition encourages children aged 5–11 to write their own fictional story using 500 words or fewer. Stories can be about absolutely anything, from magical adventures to funny characters and exciting mysteries. There are two age categories: 5–7 years and 8–11 years.
We would love as many children as possible to get involved! This is an optional activity for children to complete at home, giving them the freedom to plan, write and edit their own imaginative story.
There are some fantastic prizes available, including the opportunity for winning stories to be read by celebrities and illustrated by well-known children's illustrators. Finalists are also invited to a special BBC 500 Words celebration event!
Parents and carers can submit their child's completed story through the official website:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/500words
The competition closes on Friday 6 November 2026 at 9pm.
If you need support submitting your child's story, they are welcome to bring it into school by Wednesday 4 November, where teachers will be happy to help with the submission process. Parental consent will be required.
We hope lots of children will take this exciting opportunity to let their imaginations run wild and enjoy creating their very own stories!
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Miss Knowles
English Lead
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